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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "so as to urge the portion. . . hook member" is not fully 
understood in the context of the claimed invention, and appears to be inconsistent 
with claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Collet et al, US Patent 6,81 1,1 18. A locking mechanism for engaging and 
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retaining a movable member 50, characterized in that the mechanism includes a 
hook member 12 mounted for angular displacement about a first axis such that the 
hook member is movable into and out of retaining engagement with the movable 
member, a latch member 14 mounted for angular displacement about a second axis 
parallel with the first axis, the latch member having a portion thereof spaced from 
the second axis, which can be located to prevent movement of the hook member 
out of retaining engagement, and first and second actuators (100 and 200) operable 
to rotate the latch member about the second axis such that the portion is movable to 
a position where it does not prevent movement of the hook member out of 
retaining engagement, and that the second actuator is a rotary actuator and includes 
what is broadly considered a cam 1 6 arranged for rotation about a third axis 
parallel to the second axis and located to engage a part of the latch member. 
The part engageable by the cam is the portion spaced from the second axis. The 
first actuator includes inherently includes a solenoid at 103. The second actuator 
includes an electric motor 201. The mechanism includes a spring 20 connected to 
the hook member to urge it out of retaining engagement with the movable 
member. As best understood, the spring is connected between the hook member 
and the latch member so as to urge the portion of the latch member into 
engagement with the hook member. The hook member has a hook formation on 
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one side of the first axis and that it is engaged by the portion of the latch member 
on an opposite side of the first axis. The movable member is a capture pin of 
aircraft landing gear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Collet et al. 

Regarding claim 8, Collet provides a roller 26 on the second actuating 
element and a cam 28 on the portion of the latch member, as oppose to a roller on 
the portion of the latch member. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device in 
this way, since it has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working parts 
of a device involves only routine skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. Such 
a modification is considered an art recognized equivalent structural modification, 
and would have functioned at least equally as well. 
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Regarding claim 9, although not explicitly disclosed in Collet, the examiner 
serves Official Notice that it is old and well known to utilize sensor means for 
detection of the position of latch/lock components. It would have been obvious to 
modify the device in this way for the purpose of providing means of detection the 
positioning of latch/lock components, as known in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK A. WILLIAMS whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7064. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on (571) 272-6660. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,602 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3673 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Patricia L Engle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



/Mark A. Williams/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



